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Lincoln  Sunday 


^ 


THE; 

TWO- FOLD 

EMANCIPATION 


He  stood  before  this  great  country,  which  called  itself  "the  land  of  the  free, 
but  which  in  reality  was  fast  becoming  a  sepulchre  wherein  the  corrupting  corpse 
of  slavery  poisoned  the  air,  and  moved  by  a  love  of  humanity  like  that  of  the 
Divine  Man,  he  cried,  "Come  forth,"  and  he  that  was  dead  came  forth  bound 
hand  and  foot  in  grave  clothes.  Then  said  he,  "Loose  him  and  let  him  go,"  and 
straightway  the  fetters  fell  from  the  wrists  and  from  the  feet  of  the  slave  and  he 
went  forth  a  free  man  in  the  sight  of  God. 


211)^  ®ut0-fiilii  lEmauripattnti 

Opening  Hymn — (Tunc:    Matcrna.) 

O  beautiful  for  spacious  skies,  O  beautiful  for  heroes  proved 

For  amber  waves  of  grain.  In  liberating  strife. 

For  purple  mountain  majesties  Who  more  than  self  their  country   loved, 

Above  the  fruited  plain!  And  mercy  more  than  life; 

America!     America!  America!     America! 

God  shed  his  grace  on  thee.  May  God  thy  gold  refine 

And  crown  thy  good  with   brotherhood  Till  all  success  be  nobleness. 

From  sea  to  shining  sea!  And  every  gain  divine. 

O  beautiful  for  pilgrim  feet,  O  beautiful  for  patriot  dream 

Whose  stern,  impassioned  stress  That  sees  beyond  the  years 

A  thoroughfare  for  freedom  beat  Thine  alabaster  cities  gleam 

Across  the  wilderness!  Undimmed  by  human  tears! 

America!     America!  America!     America! 

God  mend  thine  every  flaw,  God  shed  his  grace  on  thee 

Confirm  thy  soul  in  self-control.  And  crown  thy  good  with  brotherhood 

Thy  liberty  in  law!  From  sea  to  shining  sea! 

Katherine  Lee  Bates. 

Leader:       On  this,  the  nearest  Sur.dav  to  the  anniversary  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  birth,  we  meet  to  observe  the  day  in  his  memory  and 
on  belialf  of  the  people  from  whom  he   sprang  and  for  whom  he  died. 
We  shall  listen  to  a  poem  entitled  "Lincoln's  Birthday." 

First  Reader:    Reads  or  recites:    "Lincoln's  Birthday." 

Scripture  Lesson:    Bondage  and  Freedom. 

Leader:  The  Bible  is  a  wonderful  mirror,  in  which  is  reflected  every 
aspect  of  human  life.  One  of  these  is  human  slavery,  which 
was  an  almost  universal  practice  among  the  nations  of  antiquity.  Let 
us  look  first  at  a  picture  of  slavery  in  all  its  harshness  and  cruelty  as 
seen  in  the  experience  of  the  Hebrew  people  in  Egypt,  and  as  described 
in  the  Book  of  Exodus. 

All:  The  Egyptians  made  the  children  of  Israel  to  serve  with  rigor 
and  they  made  their  lives  hitter  with  hard  service  in  mortar,  in 
brick  and  in  all  manner  of  service  in  the  fields;  and  the  Children  of 
Israel  sighed  by  reason  of  the  bondage  and  they  cried,  and  their  cry 
came  up  unto  God,  and  God  heard  their  groanings.  (Exodus  1:13,  14 
and  2:23,  24.) 

Leader:  Slavery  was  not  at  once  abolished  bv  the  law  of  Moses,  but 
its  harshness  was  mitigated.  The  rights  of  the  slave  were 
recognized;  cruel  and  oppressive  treatment  was  forbidden,  and  the  period 
of  bondage  was  limited  and  in  each  case  was  brought  to  an  end  by  the 
seventh  year,  known  as  the  Year  of  Jubilee.  We  read  about  these  regu- 
lations in  the  Book  of  Exodus. 

All:  If  thy  brother  an  Hebrew  man  be  sold  unto  thee  and  serve  thee 
six  years;  then  in  the  seventh  year  thou  shall  let  him  go  free, 
and  thou  shall  not  let  him  go  empty ;  thou  shalt  furnish  him  liberally 
out  of  thy  flock  and  out  of  thy  threshing-floor  and  out  of  thy  wine- 
press; and  thou  shalt  remember  that  thou  wast  a  bondman  in  the 
land  of  Egypt  and  the  Lord  thy  God  redeemed  thee.     (Deut.  15:12.) 
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Opening  Hymn — (Tunc:    Matcrna.) 

O  beautiful  for  spacious  skies,  O  beautiful  for  heroes  proved 

For  amber  waves  of  grain,  In  liberatini?  strife, 

For  purple  mountain  majesties  Who  more  than  self  their  country   loved. 

Above  the  fruited  plain!  And  mercy  more  than  life; 

America!    America!  America!     America! 

God  shed  his  grace  on  thee.  May  God  thy  gold  refine 

And  crown  thy  good  with   brotherhood  Till  all  success  be  nobleness. 

From  sea  to  shining  sea!  And  every  gain  divine. 

O  beautiful  for  pilgrim  feet,  O  beautiful  for  patriot  dream 

Whose  stern,  impassioned  stress  That  sees  beyond  the  years 

A  thoroughfare  for  freedom  beat  Thine  alabaster  cities  gleam 

Across  the  wilderness!  Undimmed  by  human  tears! 

America!    America!  America!    America! 

God  mend  thine  every  flaw,  God  shed  his  grace  on  thee 

Confirm  thy  soul  in  self-control.  And  crown  thy  good  with  brotherhood 

Thy  liberty  in  law!  From  sea  to  shining  sea! 

Katherine  Lee  Bates. 

Leader:       On  this,  the  nearest  Sundav  to  the  anniversary  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  birth,  we  meet  to  observe  the  day  in  his  memory  and 
on  behalf  of  the  people  from  whom  he  sprang  and  for  whom  he  died. 
We  shall  listen  to  a  poem  entitled  "Lincoln's  Birthday." 

First  Reader:    Reads  or  recites:    "Lincoln's  Birthday." 

Scripture  Lesson:    Bondage  and  Freedom. 

Leader:  The  Bible  is  a  wonderful  mirror,  in  w^iich  is  reflected  every 
aspect  of  human  life.  One  of  these  is  human  slavery,  which 
was  an  almost  universal  practice  among  the  nations  of  antiquity.  Let 
us  look  first  at  a  picture  of  slavery  in  all  its  harshness  and  cruelty  as 
seen  in  the  experience  of  the  Hebrew  people  in  Egypt,  and  as  described 
in  the  Book  of  Exodus. 

All:  The  Egyptians  made  the  children  of  Israel  to  serve  with  rigor 
and  they  made  their  lives  bitter  with  hard  service  in  mortar,  in 
brick  and  in  all  manner  of  service  in  the  fields;  and  the  Children  of 
Israel  sighed  by  reason  of  the  bondage  and  they  cried,  and  their  cry 
came  up  unto  God,  and  God  heard  their  groanings.  (Exodus  1:13,  14 
and  2:23,  24.) 

Leader:  Slavery  was  not  at  once  abolished  by  the  law  of  Moses,  but 
its  harshness  was  mitigated.  The  rights  of  the  slave  were 
recognized;  cruel  and  oppressive  treatment  was  forbidden,  and  the  period 
of  bondage  was  limited  and  in  each  case  was  brought  to  an  end  by  the 
seventh  year,  known  as  the  Year  of  Jubilee.  We  read  about  these  regu- 
lations in  the  Book  of  Exodus. 

All:  If  thy  brother  an  Hebrew  man  be  sold  unto  thee  and  serve  thee 
six  years;  then  in  the  seventh  year  thou  shall  let  him  go  free, 
and  thou  shalt  not  let  him  go  empty;  thou  shalt  furnish  him  liberally 
out  of  thy  flock  and  out  of  thy  threshing-floor  and  out  of  thy  wine- 
press; and  thou  shalt  remember  that  thou  wast  a  bondman  in  the 
land  of  Egypt  and  the  Lord  thy  God  redeemed  thee.     (Deut.  15:12.) 
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Opening  Hymn — (Tunc:   ^Nlal 

O  beautiful  for  spaciouB  skies, 

For  amber  waves  of  grain, 
For  purple  mountain  majesties 

Above  the  fruited  plain! 
America!    America! 

God  shed  his  grace  on  thee, 
And  crown  thy  good   with   brotherho 

From  sea  to  shining  sea! 

O  beautiful  for  pilgrim  feet, 

Whose  stern,  impassioned  stress 
A  thoroughfare  for  freedom  beat 

Across  the  wilderness! 
America!     America! 

God  mend  thine  every  flaw. 
Confirm  thy  soul  in  self-control, 

Thy  liberty  in  law! 


Leader:       On  this,  the  nearesi 
Lincoln's  birth,  we  i 
on  behalf  of  the  people  from 
We  shall  listen  to  a  poem  entit 

First  Reader  :    Reads  or  recite 

Scripture  Lesson:    Bondage  a 

Leader:  The  Bible  is  a  won( 
aspect  of  human  lift 
was  an  almost  universal  practi 
us  look  first  at  a  picture  of  si; 
seen  in  the  experience  of  the  H 
in  the  Book  of  Exodus. 

All:  The  Egyptians  made  tli 
and  they  made  their  livi 
brick  and  in  all  manner  of  sei 
Israel  sighed  by  reason  of  the 
came  up  unto  God,  and  God  h 
and  2:23,  24.) 

Leader:  Slavery  was  not  at  » 
its  harshness  was  m 
!  recognized;  cruel  and  oppressiv( 
\  of  bondage  was  limited  and  in 
I  seventh  year,  known  as  the  Yea 
i        lations  in  the  Book  of  Exodus. 

i 

I       All:      If  thy  brother  an  Hebre 
i  six  years;  then  in  the  st 

5       and  thou  shalt  not  let  him  go  e 
'       out  of  thy  flock  and  out  of  th 
press;   and  thou  shalt  rememb 
land  of  Egypt  and  the  Lord  th 


f 

i  Leader:       In   one   of   the   most  precious   and  beautiful   of   all   the   Old 

?  Testament  chapters  the  Prophet  Isaiah  foretells  the  work  of 

!  a  great  emancipator.     This  is  the  word  of  which  Jesus  said  to  his  neigh- 

!  bors  of  Nazareth :   This  day  hath  this  scripture  been  fulfilled  in  your  ears. 

I  All:     The  spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me:  because  the  Lord  hath 

j  annointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  poor;  He  hath 

I  sent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 

[  captives   and  the   opening  of   the   prison  to   them  that   are  bound. 

j  (Is.  61:1.) 

j 

i  Leader:       A  fourth  passage  shows  how  the  Gospel  transforms  a  slave 

I  into  a  brother.      Onesimus   the  runaway  slave  of   Philemon, 

!  a  Christian  of  Asia  Minor,  was  converted  by  the  influence  of  Paul  while 

!  Paul  was  in  prison  at  Rome.     This  young  convert  became  a  helper  and  a 

I  great  comfort  to  the  aged  apostle.    He  now  sends  him  back  again  to  his  old 

I  master,  bearing  a  love  letter  from  Paul  himself.     We  shall  read  together 

I  a  part  of  this  love  letter. 

i  All:     As  Paul  the  aged  and  now  a  prisoner  also  of  Christ  Jesus:  I  be- 

I  seech  thee  for  my  child,  whom  I  have  begotten  in  my  bonds; 

I  him  I  have  sent  back  to  thee  in  his  own  person.  Perhaps  he  was  there- 

I  fore  parted  from  thee  for  a  season,  that  thou  shouldst  have  him  for- 

I  ever;  no  longer  as  a  bond  servant,  but  more  than  a  servant,  a  brother 

7  beloved.      (Philemon  9-16.) 

\  Leader:       Let  us  now  read  two  great  sayings  from  the  lips   of  Christ 

I  which  make  it  impossible  that  human  slavery  should  survive 

\  in  any  Christian  community. 

f  All:      Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. 

3  Whatsoever  therefore  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you, 

\  even  so  do  ye  also  unto  them. 

^  P 

I  Prayer: 

If  Leader:       Let  us  now  listen  to  a  brief  account  of  the  life  of  Abraham 

\  Lincoln. 

j 

^  Second  Reader:    Brief  sketch  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

I 

\  Leader:       A  Third  Reader  will  tell  us  about  slavery  in  the  United  States 

I  and  Lincoln's  part  in  the  great  work  of  Emancipation. 

I 

i  Third  Reader:    Lincoln  and  Slavery 

f 

j  Leader:       A  Fourth  Reader  will  speak  of  our  part  in  the  same  large 

I  undertaking. 

!  Fourth  Reader:    The  Emancipation  of  the  Mind. 

j 

j  Leader:        A  Fifth  Reader  will  speak  of  our  work  for  other  races  under 

1  the   nation's   flag  who   also   need   the    freedom   given   by   the 

2  church  and  the  school. 

i  Fifth  Reader:    Other  tasks. 


Leader:  As  Abraliam  Lincoln  brought  tlie  first  emancipation  to  the 
slave  through  the  gift  of  his  own  life,  so  we  can  help  to  set 
free  all  these  people  who  are  in  the  bondage  of  ignorance  and  sin  by 
giving  freely  of  our  time,  our  interest,  our  sympathy,  our  money,  our 
brotherly  love  and  our  prayers.  Let  us  all  stand  and  repeat  together 
Lineobi's  own  great  words: 

All:  "With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firmness 
in  the  right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  finish  the 
work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  him  who 
shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphans,  to 
do  all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among 
ourselves  and  with  all  nations." 

Leader:       Let  us  also  read  together  the  following  verse,  so  pledging  our- 
selves to  Christian  citizenship: 

All:      Spirit  of  Lincoln,  summon  all  thy  loyal, 

Nerve  them  to  follow  where  thy  feet  have  trod. 
To  prove  by  word  as  clear  and  deed  as  royal 
Man's  brotherhood  to  our  one  Father,  God. 

Leader:  Because  we  believe  in  the  spirit  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  revere 
his  name  and  love  his  memory,  we  wish  to  co-operate  with  him 
in  the  two-fold  emancipation  which  he  lived  and  died  to  achieve.  Let 
us  therefore  express  our  loyalty,  our  patriotism,  our  sense  of  human 
brotherhood  by  a  generous  gift  for  the  work  of  The  American  Missionary 
Association. 

Offering;    For  The  American  Missionary  Association. 

Closing  Hymn;   Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic. — Julia  Ward  Howe. 

Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord; 
He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are  stored; 
He  hath  loosed  the  fateful  lightning  of  his  terrible  swift  sword; 
His  truth  is  marching  on. 

Chortis — Glory,  glory  hallelujah. 

His  truth  is  marching  on. 

I  have  read  a  fiery  gospel  writ  in  burnished  rows  of  steel; 
"As  ye  deal  with  my  contemners,  so  with  you  my  grace  shall  deal; 
Let  the  Hero,  born  of  woman,  crush  the  serpent  with  his  heel. 
Since  God  is  marching  on. 

Chorus: 
He  hath  sounded  forth  the  trumpet  that  shall  never  call  retreat; 
He  is  sifting  out  the  hearts  of  men  before  His  judgment  seat; 
Oh,  be  swift  my  soul  to  answer  him,  be  jubilant  my  feet, 
For  God  is  marching  on. 

Chorus : 
In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies  Christ  was  born  across  the  sea. 
With  a  glory  in  his  bosom  that  transfigures  you  and  me; 
As  He  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  die  to  make  men  free, 
While  God  is  marching  on. 

Cliorns : 
Benediction. 
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